HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
that is still a task of secondary importance. A powerful
army is not necessary to defend her against enemy
attack. She needs infantry forces, etc., to man her
strong points overseas and to form the garrisons of
India and the colonies, but even for this purpose an
army is sufficient which represents a negligible force
in comparison with the great land forces of the con-
tinental States. For the rest a big land force could
serve Great Britain only for the indirect defence of her
shores by operations on continental territory. The
fact that the British authorities have handed the air
defence of the country over to the army, which is
establishing the necessary batteries of anti-aircraft guns,
is an organizational question which need be mentioned
here only in passing. The tremendous advantage to
Great Britain of the fact that she need not bother
herself very greatly about her land forces within the
framework of her rearmament programme can be
realized by anyone who cares to envisage Germany's
possibilities if she had no big army to think of.
For the moment, therefore, Great Britain can con-
centrate almost all her strength on developing the two
remaining branches of the fighting forces, the navy and
the air arm, the anti-aircraft defences, and on preparing
the home front to play its part. As far as the air arm
is concerned, it enjoys a further important advantage
from the fact that Great Britain has no large army. A
considerable part of the air forces of all the continental
powers is tied down to army co-operation for the
purpose of reconnaissance, etc. The British Air Force,
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